





DELBERT HOSEMANN
Secretary of State

My fellow Mississippians:

Eudora Welty once said that a good snapshot stops a moment from running
away. | am pleased to present to you the 2008-2012 version of the Official
and Statistical Register for the State of Mississippi, our “snapshot” of the
Magnolia State. The focus of this latest edition of the “Blue Book” is not

where we have been, but rather, where we are and where we are going.

To concentrate on where we are, our agency has updated statistical
information in the Blue Book. For the first time, municipal election
returns are included in the publication. We have made every effort to
provide not only historical facts and figures in this fundamental historical
reference, but the most up-to-date information that would be useful for

years to come.

To focus on where we are going, we have worked meticulously to highlight
all Mississippi has to offer. We have a lot to be proud of in Mississippi.

The citizens of our State are the most generous in the nation. We have
exceptional access to transportation and waterways; a sustainable, trainable
workforce; a vibrant and innovative industrial base; and our universities and
junior colleges offer world-renowned educational and research capabilities.
In addition to those strong attributes, we have an abundance of natural
resources. This year, we have designed the Blue Book to showcase the
opportunities, talents, and natural resources of our Great State, as well as

our greatest asset—the culture of her people.

Mississippi is constantly redefining itself. But throughout that redefinition,
our citizens have remained the same—the same warm, compassionate people
with the same strong, unfailing values. Coupled with the unparalleled
possibilities for our future, Mississippi’s potential is unlimited. It is my
hope that bright future shines in this edition of the Blue Book.

Sincerely,

DELBERT HOSEMANN
Secretary of State
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The Mississippi Official and Statistical Register is published every fourth year after a presidential election in accordance
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IN TODAY'S GLOBAL ECONOMY, MISSISSIPPI’S WORKFORCE
IS TRULY A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH.

Mississippi has an eligible workforce of over 1.3 million people, and companies

around the world are discovering the benefits of working in our State.

Companies such as Nissan, Toyota, Rolls Royce, and many others have cited
our skilled, hard-working people as one of their chief reasons for choosing
Mississippi. At the same time, existing businesses continue to enjoy the advantages

of our steady gains in education, training, and productivity.

Our low cost of living translates into an affordable labor force. State wages per
hour average 75 percent of the national average. As a result, American companies
can operate competitively without exporting jobs overseas. Foreign-owned
companies can invest in the Mississippi economy, providing high-quality jobs and

introducing new technologies and manufacturing processes to our State.

Mississippi’s pro-business environment is also helping to expand and diversify
the types of work opportunities available within our borders. Further, aggressive
ongoing legislative initiatives have resulted in Mississippi being hailed as one of

the most business-friendly of any state.

Our citizens value their jobs. Mississippi averages a low three percent absenteeism

Miss1SS1PPI’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS

1. Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding 6. Harrah’s Entertainment
2. University of Mississippi Medical Center 7. Nissan North America
8. Forrest General Hospital
9. Baptist Health Systems

10. Beau Rivage Resort and Casino

3. Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
4. Sanderson Farms

5. North Mississippi Health Services

rate and five percent turnover rate. Manufacturing companies, in particular,
are attracted to Mississippi’s strong work ethic, and our State now has the fifth-

highest percentage of manufacturing workers in the U.S.

New and existing companies also benefit from our State’s efforts to encourage
the pursuit of higher education. Each year, more than 120,000 students pursue
a wide range of disciplines in Mississippi’s universities, private colleges, and

community colleges.

Our State provides the fourth most affordable university education in the
country. Through our excellent public universities, we are preparing students for
tomorrow’s jobs, conducting groundbreaking research in a variety of disciplines

and assisting industry through technology transfer partnerships.

At the same time, our State boasts one of the nation’s strongest community
college systems. Mississippi was one of the first to develop a statewide community
college system. And today our community colleges are recognized for being
among the nation’s best. According to a 2008 Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of

Government report, Mississippi’s two-year colleges rank fourth in the nation.

Better jobs and gains in higher education are providing tangible benefits for all
Mississippians. In 2006, Mississippi experienced the seventh-highest increase in

per-capita income in the nation, a trend that is expected to continue.






According to the 2008 Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurial
Activity, Mississippi had the nation’s second-highest increase in

entrepreneurial activity over the past decade.

Peavey ValveKing guitar amplifier

THE BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICAN MUSIC IS NOW THE
CRADLE OF INVENTION.

Mississippi has long been heralded for its role in the development of blues,
rock, and country music. Today, however, Mississippi-based manufacturers,
technology companies, and academic institutions have added a whole new
dimension to the story of Mississippi innovation, by introducing a wealth of new

products and technologies to the world.

Greenwood’s Viking Range Corporation developed the first commercial-type
range specifically designed, engineered, and certified for home use. Peavey
Electronics Corporation, in Meridian, is one of the world’s largest manufacturers
of musical instruments and professional sound equipment. And Ridgeland-
based Bomgar Corporation has emerged as one of the fastest-growing software

companies in America with their appliance-based technical support product.

Mississippi universities are helping fuel the innovation. A variety of research and
development partnerships are in place to assist existing businesses while attracting

new economic development throughout the State.

The Mississippi Polymer Institute at the University of Southern Mississippi serves
a variety of Mississippi industries by providing research, formulation, and testing
of innovative polymer-based materials. One of the nation’s top polymer research
institutes, the Mississippi Polymer Institute, has helped attract companies to our
State like nanotechnology leader Hybrid Plastics, which moved from Southern
California to Hattiesburg in 2004.

Jackson State University’s Northrop Grumman Center for Computational
Engineering conducts high-performance computing and analysis to solve
technical challenges related to the design and evaluation of ships, airplanes,

and helicopters. Currently, the Center is studying the dispersion of battlefield
contaminants and developing simulation technologies to study the aerodynamics

characteristics of future combat systems.

Mississippi State University’s Raspet Flight Research Laboratory supports our
State’s growing aerospace and defense industries by providing full-scale flight
vehicle development, flight research, and testing of manned and unmanned

fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft.

And, in Oxford, The University of Mississippi’s Jamie Whitten National Center
for Physical Acoustics conducts research that studies the physics of sound as it

relates to aeronautics, ultrasonics, wind noise, and atmospheric acoustics.






CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF EVERYWHERE.

From our rolling hill country to the Mississippi River delta to the sunny
beaches along our Gulf Coast, Mississippi’s unique location offers a world of

opportunities for residents, travelers, and businesses alike.

Mississippi is centrally located in the heart of the Southern United States, within
a day’s drive of 55 percent of America’s major population centers and in close

proximity to key markets in Mexico, Central America, and South America.

Combined with our world-class intermodal transportation system, it’s easy to

understand why Mississippi is becoming a hotspot for domestic and international trade.

We are surrounded by 800 miles of commercially navigable waterways — the
Mississippi River, the Tennessee-Tombigbee Inland Waterway, and the Gulf of
Mexico to the south. We have two deepwater ports, Gulfport and Pascagoula, and

major river ports at Natchez, Vicksburg, Greenville, and Rosedale.

The Jackson-Evers International Airport and Gulfport-Biloxi International
Airport, combined with more than 70 regional airports, serve over one million

air travelers in a typical year.

Our highway system is one of the best in the nation. With five interstate highways
and 14 federal highways, Mississippi offers easy access to major north-south
markets including Chicago, St. Louis, Memphis, and New Orleans and the east-

west markets of Atlanta, Birmingham, and Dallas.

Mississippi also has an extensive system for rail transport of both goods and
passengers. We have more than 2,841 miles of track, including an efficient new
rail link along the NAFTA corridor to connect markets across America to trade

partners in Canada and Mexico.

Efforts are also underway to bring high-speed passenger rail service to the State.
Under a proposed federal high-speed rail initiative, Meridian and Biloxi would
both be stops along the Gulf Coast Corridor.

Mississippi has increased
export growth steadily over
the last decade. In 2008,
Mississippi exported more
than $7 billion worth of
manufactured goods to
international customers.
During the first two months
0of 2009, Mississippi

experienced the country’s

second-highest increase in

exports over the same period
in 2008.







MiISSISSIPPI’S NATURAL RESOURCES MAKE OTHER STATES
GREEN WITH ENVY.

Without question, Mississippi has been blessed with a great abundance of

natural resources.

The management of these resources is a responsibility we do not take lightly.
Mississippi is, after all, a state of nature lovers, with a long-standing tradition of

conservation and environmental stewardship.

Not surprisingly for a state named after a river, Mississippi has plentiful fresh
water. At a time when many states are struggling with water supply issues, we have
more than 14,000 miles of streams and 600,000 acres of lakes. Additionally,
our State has eighteen major aquifers, supplying 93 percent of our State’s

drinking water.

‘We have more than 19 million acres of forestland, covering 64 percent of our
State. Eighty percent of the land is privately owned. The remainder is public land,
including our six national forests — Bienville, De Soto, Homochitto, Delta, Holly
Springs, and Tombigbee — our state parks and state wildlife management areas,

representing I.2 million acres dedicated to recreation and wilderness preservation.

Contributing $1 billion to our State’s economy each year, Mississippi’s forestry
industry is a model of sustainable forest management. Mississippi was the

first state in the nation to establish a reforestation tax credit, encouraging
landowners to replant after harvest. We were also the first to create a statewide
forest inventory, using remote-sensing satellite imagery to calculate the size and

diversity of the forestland in our State.

You could say that, in Mississippi, even the dirt is valuable. Over the course of
thousands of years, the Mississippi River and its tributaries have deposited rich
soil through the Mississippi Delta. Delta topsoil averages 132 feet deep with a
range of up to 350 feet deep — some of the deepest topsoil in the world.

Given such rich, productive soil, it should be no surprise that agriculture is
Mississippi’s top industry. Agriculture contributed $6.3 billion to Mississippi’s
economy while employing 30 percent of the State’s workforce, either directly or
indirectly. Thanks to 41,700 farms scattered throughout the State, Mississippi
feeds and clothes the world.

Mississippi ranks as one of the top states for biomass potential. Companies
have entered into agreements with the State to begin producing ethanol and

biodiesel from renewable, non-food sources including pond algae, wood waste,

poultry litter, and landfill trash.




THE ENERGY TO ADVANCE OUR ECONOMY WHILE IMPROVING
OUR ENVIRONMENT.

As Mississippi’s economy and population continue to expand, our demand for
energy grows. Mississippi is answering the challenge by increasing energy supplies,
harnessing clean and renewable sources of energy, and reducing our dependence
on foreign oil. In fact, since 2003, more than $20 billion in energy projects have

entered into the planning or development stages.

The majority of electricity in our State is generated using natural gas. The
availability of this clean, efficient energy source will improve with the
construction of a new liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal in Pascagoula,
scheduled for completion in 2011. Pascagoula is already home to Chevron’s

largest wholly owned petroleum refinery.

Our State is looking to expand power generation using locally mined coal, as well.
Mississippi Power has filed to build a $2.2 billion, state-of-the-art power plant
in Kemper County that would use locally mined lignite coal as a fuel source.

The plant will minimize greenhouse gas emissions through carbon capture and

sequestration technology.

Additionally, plans are in place to expand our State’s supply of nuclear energy, an

efficient fuel source which provides very low carbon emissions.

Entergy Nuclear’s Grand Gulf Generating Station is already home to the largest
boiling water reactor in the United States. In 2008, the company submitted an

application to add a second nuclear unit to the site.

Biomass energy, which is generated from plant material, offers another very
promising fuel source. In 2008, Ergon began production of ethanol, using corn
as a feedstock, in a jointly owned, 54-million-gallon-capacity plant in Vicksburg.
Mississippi’s energy companies are also researching many other promising

biomass sources, including wood waste, switchgrass, and pond algae.

The effort devoted to energy will continue with the formation of the Mississippi
Energy Policy Institute, introduced by Governor Barbour in 2009. The Institute
is charged with guiding Mississippi’s long-term economic growth through

affordable, reliable, and sustainable power.






HURRICANE KATRINA DIDN’T DEFINE WHO WE ARE.
IT REFINED WHO WE ARE.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina destroyed tens of thousands of homes. It

permanently shuttered businesses and caused millions of dollars of damage to
highways, ports, railroads, public utilities, and critical infrastructure. Yet, the
people of our State responded with a spirit of grace, dignity, and compassion.

And we have rebounded in a way no one could have imagined.

Governor Haley Barbour may have put it best in his testimony to a committee
of the U.S. House of Representatives, saying, “Our people are strong, resilient,
self-reliant. They're not whiners; they're not into victimhood. From day

one, they hitched up their britches and did what had to be done: they helped
themselves and they helped their neighbors.”

That spirit may have surprised some, but not those who know us well. Mississippi

is, after all, a place known for its generosity. Several times, our State has ranked

Mississippians, on average, reported giving $5,422 of their 2008 income to

charitable organizations. (Source: US Generosity Index 2008)

at or near the top of the Charity Index, which measures the relationship between

average income and charitable giving among U.S. states.

We are a people of great faith. According to a 2009 Gallup poll, 85 percent of
Mississippians declared religion to be an important part of daily life, a rate higher
than any other U.S. state.

The spirit of volunteerism is alive and well in Mississippi, too. In an average
year, 477,000 Mississippians volunteer more than 59.1 million hours of service.
The combined value of this service is equivalent to an estimated economic

contribution of $1.2 billion.

Just three years after Katrina, in 2008, our State was afforded a unique
opportunity to showcase our spirit to the world. Ole Miss was selected over forty
other universities to host the first Presidential Debate between Barack Obama and
John McCain. This debate offered an unparalleled opportunity to shine a positive

light on the progress and accomplishments our State has made.



WHEN DUTY CALLS, MISSISSIPPI ANSWERS.

Our State is home to five major military installations — Keesler Air Force Base,
Columbus Air Force Base, Naval Air Station Meridian, the Naval Construction
Battalion Center, and Camp Shelby.

Keesler Air Force Base, in Biloxi, is one of the largest training centers in the Air
Force, providing electronics, computer, and weather training. The base is also
home to three flying units, including the 53" Weather Reconnaissance Squadron’s
“Hurricane Hunters,” which track hurricanes and relay weather data to the National
Hurricane Center in Miami. Keesler also operates one of the largest medical

centers in the Air Force.

Columbus Air Force Base specializes in undergraduate pilot training using T-6
Texan II, T-38C Talon, and T-IA Jayhawk jet trainers. The base trains more than
25 percent of Air Force pilots, with an average of 350 flights taking off from the

base’s runways per day.

Naval Air Station Meridian provides aviation and technical training and is home
to one of the Navy’s two jet strike pilot training bases. In addition to its military
mission, the station hosts the Regional Counterdrug Training Academy, a civilian
law enforcement operation of the Mississippi National Guard. The Navy also
operates the Naval Construction Battalion Center in Gulfport, which provides
training and support for the Navy’s “Seabees” construction forces. The Center is

one of only two U.S. Seabee bases in the country.

Camp Shelby, near Hattiesburg, is the largest state-owned military training site
in the nation, hosting as many as 100,000 personnel annually. The site features

virtual and real-world combat simulations to help prepare soldiers for deployment.

The National Guard is very active in Mississippi as well, providing wartime military
services and supporting security and recovery efforts at home during declared states

of emergency.

The Army National Guard’s 20" Special Forces Group (Airborne) operates units in
Jackson and Grenada. The units, whose soldiers have been actively deployed in Iraq
and Afghanistan, are tasked with five primary missions: unconventional warfare,
foreign internal defense, special reconnaissance, direct action, and counter-

terrorism.

Additionally, the Air National Guard operates two units in Mississippi. Jackson'’s
172" Airlift Wing, using C17s, provides strategic airlift of personnel and supplies,
including evacuation of wounded soldiers from Balad Air Base, Iraq, to Germany’s
Ramstein Air Base. And Meridian’s 186" Air Refueling Wing flies nine KC-135R
Stratotankers to provide aerial refueling for worldwide missions. The Wing also

offers air support for U.S. counter-drug missions.






MISSISSIPPIANS APPRECIATE THE ARTS. ESPECIALLY THE ONES
WE HAPPENED TO INVENT.

Mississippi has rightfully been called the “Birthplace of American Music.” The
blues was born in our State and then popularized by legendary Mississippians

like Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters, Howlin” Wolf, and Son House. To celebrate
their legacy, our State initiated the Mississippi Blues Trail, a series of interpretive

historic markers placed at key locations throughout the State.

Among our blues landmarks, Indianola’s new, world-class B.B. King Museum
and Delta Interpretive Center is the crown jewel. In less than a year, the museum

has attracted tens of thousands of visitors from around the world.

We’re best known for the blues, but Mississippi can stake a claim to rock and
country music. Of course, Elvis Presley was born in Mississippi, as were Jimmie

Rodgers, “The Father of Country Music,” and rock pioneer, Jerry Lee Lewis.

Mississippi has impacted the arts in many other ways beyond music. Our State has
become a mecca for Southern writers. Oxford’s literary notoriety, in particular, has

attracted the attention of many authors vying to be the next Faulkner or Grisham.

And, in Jackson, Jill Conner Browne has even managed to propel the city’s once
humble St. Paddy’s Day parade into the national spotlight with her series of best-
selling Sweet Potato Queen books. Jackson’s parade is now the third largest St.
Patrick’s Day parade in the country.

LARGEST ANNUAL
EVENTS & FESTIVALS

Canton Flea Market
Chimneyville Crafts Festival
Choctaw Indian Fair
Crossroads Film Festival
Elvis Presley Festival

Great Mississippi River Balloon Race
Jimmie Rodgers Music Festival
Jubilee Jam

Mal’s St. Paddy’s Parade
Mississippi Opera

Mississippi State Fair
Neshoba County Fair
Okeelala Festival

Natchez Pilgrimage Tours

Pioneer and Indian Festival
Vicksburg Riverfest
World Catfish Festival




COULD THE GREAT OUTDOORS BE ANY GREATER THAN IT
IS HERE IN MISSISSIPPI?

Mississippi is a state where people treasure all forms of outdoor recreation. Lucky

for us, there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy nature.

There are more than one million acres of public hunting lands in Mississippi,
including nine National Wildlife Refuges and 36 state wildlife management
areas, representing a wide variety of habitats. There are hundreds of rivers,
ponds, streams, and lakes for freshwater fishing, and abundant opportunities for

saltwater fishing off the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Our State is a golf-lover’s paradise, featuring nearly 200 public and private
courses. Five of these courses were ranked by Golf Digest as being among the
nation’s best in 2009 — Fallen Oak at Biloxi’s Beau Rivage Casino Resort; The
Preserve in Vancleave; Grand Bear in Saucier; Dancing Rabbit in Philadelphia;

and Shell Landing in Gautier.

Spectator sports are always popular in Mississippi. In addition to professional
baseball and hockey, and college sports with our State’s passionate fans and

intense rivalries, Mississippi hosts a number of unique sporting events.

The Viking Golf Classic, held annually at Madison’s Annandale Golf Club,
brings intense PGA tournament action to the State. Sponsored by Viking Range
Corporation, the Classic blends world-class golf and gourmet cooking. After
years of being scheduled opposite major PGA Tour events, the Viking Classic was
granted a stand-alone position for 2009, affording the opportunity for higher

caliber players and more intense competition.

Runners in Mississippi have three marathons to choose from — the Mississippi
Blues Marathon held in Jackson, the Tupelo Marathon, and the Mississippi Coast
Marathon. A variety of 5Ks, 10Ks, half marathons, and triathlons are also held

throughout the year in locations all around the State.

There are numerous places for hiking and biking throughout the State, as well.
But none can match the sheer magnitude and historical significance of the
Natchez Trace Parkway. Mississippi travelers now have an uninterrupted 300-

mile stretch of this scenic highway to explore.

Will MacKenzie, 2008
Viking Classic winner, Madison






MISSISSIPPI’S
ProO-BUSINESS CLIMATE

- A fair legal system with the
Tort Reform Act of 2004

- Strong trademark protection
under Senate Bill 2641

- Favorable operating costs

including low taxes

» Quality workforce and

state—sponsored training

» Progressive financial and

tax incentive programs

+ One-stop environmental

permitting

MI1SSISSIPPI IS MOVING FORWARD BY AIR, BY SEA, AND BY LAND.

Despite the massive challenges of ongoing hurricane recovery and a tough global

economy, Mississippi is indeed on a roll.

Under Governor Barbour’s leadership, and with implementation of the pro-
business policies of Momentum Mississippi and a favorable legal climate, our
State has attracted significant new economic development through the expansion

of existing industry and the relocation of new facilities to our State.

In recent years, Mississippi has competed against states across the nation and
brought an unprecedented number of impressive wins home to our State.
Most importantly, we have attracted businesses that require skilled labor and an

educated workforce — offering not just new jobs, but higher wages.

In 2008, Toyota announced that it would be building a new assembly plant
in Blue Springs. Combined with Nissan’s Canton operations and numerous
automotive suppliers also coming to Mississippi, we have significantly increased

the strength of our position within the Southeast automotive corridor.

Other high-profile companies have selected Mississippi, including American
Eurocopter, Rolls Royce, Trinity Yachts, and GE Aviation.

Mississippi’s portfolio of aerospace and defense companies has grown
signiﬁcantly. Navistar and Griffin Armament, both makers of military armored
vehicles, have opened manufacturing centers in our State. Manufacturers of
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) have welcomed Mississippi, too, with expansions
at Stark Aerospace, Aurora Flight Science, and Alliant Tech Systems. At the same
time, Mississippi’s largest employer, Northrop Grumman, significantly expanded
its presence in the State after winning contracts to build the Globalhawk and

Firescout UAVs.

These new companies mean new jobs and new opportunities and the decline in
manufacturing employment that has struck so much of the country has stabilized
in Mississippi. Already, we have seen our State’s personal income rise at a rate

that’s among the highest in the nation.

Mississippi is moving ahead, with purpose, in the right direction. The vision for
the future of our State is clear: There is no limit to what we can achieve together

as citizens of the great State of Mississippi.
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STATE SYMBOTLS

MI1SSISSIPPI

STATE SYMBOLS

GREAT SEAL

GREAT SEAL

The State Seal has been in use since
Mississippi became a state in 1817. It is
described in the Laws of the State of
Mississippi, First Session, First General
Assembly, 1817-1818: “The seal of this
state, the inscription of which shall be ‘the
great seal of the state of Mississippi’
around the margin, and in the center an
eagle, with the olive branch and quiver of

arrows in his claws.”

STATE COAT-OF-ARMS

On February 7, 2001, Governor Ronnie
Musgrove signed into law Senate Bill No.
2285 designating the above design as the
official Mississippi Coat-of-Arms:

e

.. a shield, blue in color, with an eagle
upon it with extended pinions, holding in
the right talon a palm branch and bundle
of arrows in the left, with the word
‘Mississippi’ above the eagle; the lettering
on the shield and the eagle to be in gold;

STATE COAT-OF-ARMS

below the shield two (2) branches of the
cotton stalk, saltier wise, and a scroll
below extending upward and on each side
three-fourths (3/4) of the length of the
shield; upon the scroll, which is to be red,
the motto to be printed in gold letters
upon white spaces, the motto to be
‘Virtute et Armis’; this being the same
Coat-of-Arms adopted by the Legislature
in Chapter 37, Laws of the Extraordinary
Session of 1894..”

This design was declared the official state
Coat-of-Arms by the 1894 Legislature, but
the original law was not brought forward in
the 1906 revision of the Mississippi Code.
The Mississippi Supreme Court ruled in
May 2000 that Mississippi did not have an
official Coat-of-Arms. A 17-member
commission appointed by Governor
Ronnie Musgrove to study the issue
recommended to the Legislature the

re-adoption of the Coat-of-Arms.

STATE FLAG

By majority vote on April 17, 2001, the
citizens of Mississippi adopted the following
as Section 3-3-I6 of the Mississippi Code:

“The official flag of the State of Mississippi
shall have the following design: with width
two-thirds (2/3) of its length; with the
union (canton) to be square, in width two-
thirds (2/3) of the width of the flag; the
ground of the union to be red and a broad
blue saltire thereon, bordered with white
and emblazoned with thirteen (13) mullets
or five-pointed stars, corresponding with
the number of the original States of the
Union; the field to be divided into three
(3) bars of equal width, the upper one
blue, the center one white, and the lower
one, extending the whole length of the
flag, red (the national colors); this being
the flag adopted by the Mississippi
Legislature in the 1894 Special Session.”

Although the 1894 Mississippi Legislature
had adopted the flag described above,
during the 1906 revision of the Mississippi
State Code, the law designating an official
state flag was not brought forward. On May
4, 2000, the Mississippi Supreme Court
ruled that Mississippi did not have an

official state flag. The election to select the

STATE SYMBOTLS

official state flag was the recommendation
of a I7-member commission appointed to
study the issue by Governor Ronnie
Musgrove. The 2001 Legislature passed a
law setting the date for the special election.

Voters chose between two designs.

STATE FLOWER AND TREE

An election was held in November 1900 to
select a State Flower. Votes were submitted
by 23,278 school children. The magnolia
received 12,745 votes, the cotton blossom
4,171, and the cape jasmine 2,484. A few
votes were for other flowers. The magnolia
was officially designated as the State Flower
by the 1952 Legislature. In 1935, the
Director of Forestry started a movement to
select a State Tree for Mississippi. The tree
was to be nominated and elected by school

children of the state.

Four nominations were made: the
magnolia, oak, pine, and dogwood. The
magnolia received the majority. On April
1, 1938, the Mississippi Legislature
officially designated the magnolia as the
State Tree. Chapter 365, Laws of
Mississippi 1938.

39
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STATE

SyMBOLS

Other Mississippi
State Symbols

1. STATE BIRD

Found in all sections of Mississippi, the
cheerful Mockingbird was selected as the
official State Bird by the Women’s Federated
Clubs and by the State Legislature in 194.4..

2. STATE REPTILE

The American Alligator (Alligator
mississippiensis) was designated the State Reptile
by Senate Bill 2060 which was adopted by
the Mississippi Legislature during the 2005
Regular Session, Senate Bill 2060.

3. STATE WATER MAMMAL

An act designating the bottlenosed dolphin
(Tursiops truncatus), commonly called the
porpoise, as the State Water Mammal was
approved April 12, 1974, Chapter 551,
General Laws of Mississippi of 1974.

4. STATE FIsH

The largemouth or black bass (Micropterus
salmoides) was designated the State Fish of
Mississippi, Chapter 551, General Laws of
Mississippi of 1974

5 AND 6. STATE LAND MAMMALS

The white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus)
was designated the State Land Mammal of
Mississippi by Senate Bill No. 2324,
General Laws of Mississippi of 1974. The
Red Fox was also named State Land

Mammal in the 1997 Legislative Session.

7. STATE WILDFLOWER

The Coreopsis was designated the State
Wildflower in 1991, Chapter 332 of the
General Laws of Mississippi.

STATE SYMBOTLS

8. STATE BUTTERFLY

An act designating the spicebush swallowtail
(Pterourus troilus) as the State Butterfly of
Mississippi was approved in 1991. Chapter
315, General Laws of Mississippi of 1991.

9. STATE INSECT

The honeybee (Apis mellifera) was designated
the State Insect of Mississippi, Chapter 317,
General Laws of Mississippi of 1980.

10. STATE FOsSIL

A Senate Concurrent Resolution
designating the pre-historic whale as the
State Fossil was adopted March 26, 198I.

II. STATE STONE

A Senate Concurrent Resolution
designating petrified wood as the State
Stone was adopted April 14, 1976.

12. STATE WATERFOWL

The wood duck (Aix sponsa) was designated
the State Waterfowl of Mississippi, Chapter
551, General Laws of Mississippi of 1974..

13. STATE SHELL

An act designating the oyster shell (Crassostrea
virginica) as the State Shell was approved April
12, 1974, Chapter 551, General Laws of
Mississippi of 1974

14.. STATE BEVERAGE

An act to designate milk as the State Beverage
was adopted by the Mississippi Legislature
during the 1984 Regular Session, Chapter
394, General Laws of Mississippi 1984..

15. STATE TOY

The Teddy Bear is designated the state toy of
Mississippi, in recognition of the
Mississippi connection to the origin of the
Teddy Bear. Chapter 834, General Laws of
Mississippi 2003.



42

STATE SYMBOTLS

STATE SOIL

Natchez Silt Loam (Typic Eutrudepts) was
designated the State Soil of Mississippi, Chapter
360, General Laws of Mississippi 2002.

STATE DANCE

The square dance was adopted as the
American folk dance of Mississippi,
Chapter 303, General Laws of
Mississippi 1995.

STATE LANGUAGE

English was designated the official language
of the state, Chapter 439, General Laws of
Mississippi 1987.

STATE GRAND OPERA HOUSE

The Grand Opera House of Meridian was
designated the State Grand Opera House,
Chapter 313, General Laws of

Mississippi 1993.

STATE MUSEUMS

The Mississippi Code Ann. (1972) also
identifies Tupelo Automobile Museum as
the State Automobile Museum and the
Mississippi Industrial Heritage Museum as

the State Historical Industrial Museum.

STATE SONG
“Go, Mississippi” words and music by

Houston Davis.

The Jackson Board of Realtors undertook
the task of finding a satisfactory song to
represent the State of Mississippi. They
selected through an advisory committee a
song entitled, “"Go, Mississippi” by
Houston Davis. On May 17, 1962, the
Mississippi Legislature officially designated
“Go, Mississippi” as the official song of the
State of Mississippi. General Laws of
Mississippi of 1962, Chapter 654.

GO, MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Official State Song - Adopted by Legislature 1962

Words and Music by
INTRO. HOUSTON DAVIS
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Copyright 1962 by Houston Davis
Copyright Assigned 1962 to Jackson Board of Realtors, P.O. Box 1991, Jackson, Miss.
Adapted from original publication.

STATE SYMBOTLS
CHORUS '
Eb) N . L
ﬁ < s‘ o= o1 t f — f } e
o> I 1 1 Il 1 1
S ® ——— e— % = ’:iibv
1. GO, MIS - SIS - SIP - PI, keep roll - ing a - long,
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3. GO, MIS - SIS - SIP - PI, straight down the  line,
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Verse 1 Verse 3

States may sing their songs of praise,
With waving flags and hip-hoo-rays,

Let cymbals crash and let bells ring
‘Cause here’s one song I'm proud to sing.

Chorus

Go, Mississippi, keep rolling along,

Go, Mississippi, you cannot go wrong,
Go, Mississippi, we're singing your song

M-I-S-S-I-S-S-I-P-P-1I

Verse 2

Go, Mississippi, you're on the right track,
Go, Mississippi, and this is a fact,

Go, Mississippi, you'll never look back
M-I-S-S-I-S-S-1-P-P-I

Go, Mississippi, straight down the line,
Go, Mississippi, ev'rything’s fine,
Go, Mississippi, It’s your state and mine

M-I-S-S-I-S-S-I-P-P-I

Verse 4.

Go, Mississippi, continue to roll,

Go, Mississippi, the top is the goal.

Go, Mississippi, you’ll have and you'll hold
M-I-S-S-I-S-S-I-P-P-1

Verse 5

Go, Mississippi, get up and go,

Go, Mississippi, let the world know
That our Mississippi is leading the show
M-I-S-S-I-S-S-1-P-P-I
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Flag Etiquette

THE UNITED STATES FLAG

The following flag laws and regulations are
contained in the Public Law as amended
July 7, 1976, by the 94th Congress of the
United States. They set forth the existing
rules, customs, and etiquette pertaining to
the display and use of the flag of the United
States of America.

Section I

The following codification of existing rules
and customs pertaining to the display and
use of the flag of the United States of
America shall be and is hereby established for
the use of such civilians or civilian groups or
organizations as may not be required to
conform with regulations promulgated by
one or more executive departments of the

Government of the United States.

The flag of the United States, for purposes
of this chapter, shall be defined according
to Title 4, United States Code, Chapter I,
§§ 1 and 2, and Executive Order 10834

issued pursuant thereto.

Section 2

(a) It is the universal custom to display the
flag only from sunrise to sunset on
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the
open. However, when a patriotic effect is
desired, the flag may be displayed twenty-
four hours a day if properly illuminated

during the hours of darkness.

(b) The flag should be hoisted briskly and

lowered cautiously.

(¢) The flag should not be displayed on

days when the weather is inclement, except

when an all weather flag is displayed.

(d) The flag should be displayed on all
days, especially on New Year’s Day, January
1; Inauguration Day, January 20; Lincoln’s
Birthday, February 12; Washington’s
Birthday, third Monday in February; Easter
Sunday (variable); Mother’s Day, second
Sunday in May; Armed Forces Day, third
Saturday in May; Memorial Day (half-staff
until noon), the last Monday in May; Flag
Day, June 14; Independence Day, July 4;
Labor Day, first Monday in September;
Constitution Day, September 17;
Columbus Day, second Monday in
October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans
Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day,
fourth Thursday in November; Christmas
Day, December 25; and such other days as
may be proclaimed by the President of the
United States; the birthdays of States (date

of admission); and on State holidays.

(e) The flag should be displayed daily, on
or near the main administration building

of every public institution.

(f) The flag should be displayed in or near

every polling place on election days.

(g) The flag should be displayed during

school days in or near every schoolhouse.

Section 3

The flag, when carried in a procession with
another flag or flags, should be on the
marching right, that is, the flag’s own
right; or, if there is a line of other flags, in

front of the center of that line.

(a) The flag should not be displayed on a
float in a parade except from a staff, or as

provided in subsection (i).

(b) The flag should not be draped over the
hood, top, sides or back of a vehicle or of a
railroad train or boat. When the flag is
displayed on a motor car, the staff shall be
fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the
right fender.

(¢) No other flag or pennant should be
placed above or, if on the same level, to the
right of the flag of the United States of
America, except during church services
conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when
the church pennant may be flown above the
flag during church services for the

personnel of the Navy.

(d) The flag of the United States of
America, when it is displayed with another
flag against a wall from crossed staffs,
should be on the right, the flag’s own right,
and its staff should be in front of the staff
of the other flag.

(e) The flag of the United States of
America should be at the center and at the
highest point of the group when a number
of flags of States or localities or pennants
of societies are grouped and displayed

from staffs.

(f) When flags of States, cities or localities,
or pennants of societies are flown on the
same halyard with the flag of the United
States, the latter should always be at the
peak. When the flags are flown from
adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States
should be hoisted first and lowered last. No
such flag or pennant may be placed above
the flag of the United States or to the
United States flag’s right.
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(g) When flags of two or more nations are
displayed, they are to be flown from
separate staffs of the same height. The flags
should be of approximately equal size.
International usage forbids the display of
the flag of one nation above that of another

nation in time of peace.

(h) When the flag of the United States is
displayed from a staff projecting
horizontally or at an angle from a
windowsill, balcony, or front of a building,
the union of the flag should be placed at
the peak of the staff unless the flag is at
half-staff. When the flag is suspended over
a sidewalk from a rope extending from a
house to a pole at the edge of the sidewalk,
the flag should be hoisted out, union first,
from the building.

(i) When displayed either horizontally or
vertically against a wall, the union should
be uppermost and to the flag’s own right,
that is, to the observer’s left. When displayed
in a window, the flag should be displayed in
the same way, with the union or blue field

to the left of the observer in the street.

(j) When the flag is displayed over the
middle of the street, it should be
suspended vertically with the union to the
north in an east and west street or to the

east in a north and south street.

(k) When used on a speaker’s platform, the
flag, if displayed flat, should be displayed
above and behind the speaker. When
displayed from a staff in a church or public
auditorium, the flag of the United States of
America should hold the position of

superior prominence, in advance of the
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audience, and in the position of honor at
the clergyman’s or speaker’s right as he
faces the audience. Any other flag so
displayed should be placed on the left of
the clergyman or speaker or to the right of

the audience.

(1) The flag should form a distinctive
feature of the ceremony of unveiling a
statue or monument, but it should never
be used as the covering for the statue or

monument.

(m) The flag, when flown at half-staff,
should be first hoisted to the peak for an
instant and then lowered to the half-staff
position. The flag should be again raised to
the peak before it is lowered for the day.
On Memorial Day the flag should be
displayed at half-staff until noon only,
then raised to the top of the staff. By order
of the President, the flag shall be flown at
half-staff upon the death of principal
figures of the United States Government
and the Governor of a State, territory or
possession, as a mark of respect to their
memory. In the event of the death of other
officials or foreign dignitaries, the flag is to
be displayed at half-staff according to
presidential instructions or orders, or in
accordance with recognized customs or
practices not inconsistent with the law. In
the event of the death of a present or
former official of the government of any
State, territory or possession of the United
States, the Governor of that State, territory
or possession may proclaim that the
National flag shall be flown at half-staff.
The flag shall be flown at half-staff thirty
days from the death of the President or a

former President; ten days from the death
of a Vice President, the Chief Justice or a
retired Chief Justice of the United States,
or the Speaker of the House of
Representatives: from the day of death
until interment of an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court, a Secretary of an
executive or military department, a former
Vice President, or the Governor of a State,
territory or possession; and on the day of
death and the following day for a Member

of Congress. As used in this subsection:

1. the term “half-staff” means the position
of the flag when it is one half the distance

between the top and bottom of the staff;

2. the term “executive or military
department” means any agency listed under
sections 101 and 102 of Title 5, United
States Code; and,

3. the term "Member of Congress” means a
Senator, a Representative, a Delegate, or the

Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico.

(n) When the flag is used to cover a casket,
it should be so placed that the union is at
the head and over the left shoulder. The
flag should not be lowered in the grave or

allowed to touch the ground.

(0) When the flag is suspended across a
corridor or lobby in a building with only
one main entrance, it should be suspended
vertically with the union of the flag to the
observer’s left upon entering. If the
building has more than one main entrance,
the flag should be suspended vertically near
the center of the corridor or lobby with the
union to the north, when entrances are to

the east and west, or to the east when

entrances are to the north and south. If
there are entrances in more than two

directions, the union should be to the east.

Section 4.

That no disrespect should be shown to the
flag of the United States of America, the
flag should not be dipped to any person or
thing. Regimental colors, State flags, and
organization or institutional flags are to be

dipped as a mark of honor.

(a) The flag should never be displayed with
the union down, except as a signal of dire
distress in instances of extreme danger to

life or property.

(b) The flag should never touch anything
beneath it, such as the ground, the floor,

water or merchandise.

(c) The flag should never be carried flat or

horizontally, but always aloft and free.

(d) The flag should never be used as
wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It
should never be festooned, drawn back,
nor up, in folds, but always allowed to fall
free. Bunting of blue, white and red, always
arranged with the blue above, the white in
the middle, and the red below, should be
used for covering a speaker’s desk, draping
the front of the platform, and for

decoration in general.

(e) The flag should never be fastened,
displayed, used or stored in such manner as
to permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or

damaged in any way.

(f) The flag should never be used as a

covering for a ceiling.
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(g) The flag should never have placed upon
it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it
any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure,

design, picture or drawing of any nature.

(h) The flag should never be used as a
receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying

or delivering anything.

(1) The flag should never be used for
advertising purposes in any manner
whatsoever. It should not be embroidered
on such articles as cushions or
handkerchiefs and the like, printed or
otherwise impressed on paper napkins or
boxes or anything that is designed for

temporary use and discard.

Advertising signs should not be fastened
to a staff or halyard from which the flag

is flown.

(J) No part of the flag should ever be used
as a costume or athletic uniform. However,
a flag patch may be affixed to the uniform
of military personnel, firemen, policemen,
and members of patriotic organizations.
The flag represents a living country and is
itself considered a living thing. Therefore,
the lapel flag pin being a replica, should be

worn on the left lapel near the heart.

(k) The flag, when it is in such condition
that it is no longer a fitting emblem for
display, should be destroyed in a dignified
way, preferably by burning.

Section 5

During the ceremony of hoisting or
lowering the flag or when the flag is passing
in a parade or in review, all persons present

except those in uniform should face the



48

STATE SYMBOTLS

flag and stand at attention with the right
hand over the heart. Those present in
uniform should render the military salute.
When not in uniform, men should remove
the headdress with their right hand and
hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being
over the heart. Aliens should stand at
attention. The salute to the flag in a
moving column should be rendered at the

moment the flag passes.

Section 6

During rendition of the national anthem
when the flag is displayed, all present
except those in uniform shall stand at
attention facing the flag with the right hand
over the heart. Men not in uniform should
remove their headdress with their right
hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the
hand being over the heart. Persons in
uniform should render the military salute
at the first note of the anthem and retain
this position until the last note. When the
flag is not displayed, those present should
face toward the music and act in the same
manner they would if the flag were

displayed there.

Section 7

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,”

should be rendered by standing at attention
facing the flag with the right hand over the

heart. When not in uniform men should

remove their headdress with their right
hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the
hand being over the heart. Persons in
uniform should remain silent, face the

flag, and render the military salute.

Section 8

Any rule or custom pertaining to the
display of the flag of the United States of
America, set forth herein, may be altered,
modified or repealed, or additional rules
with respect thereto may be prescribed, by
the Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces of the United States, whenever he
deems it to be appropriate or desirable;
and, any such alteration or additional rule

shall be set forth in a proclamation.

No person shall display the flag of the
United Nations or any other national or
international flag equal, above, or in a
position of superior prominence or honor
to, or in place of, the flag of the United
States at any place within the United States
or any Territory or possession thereof:
provided that nothing in this section shall
make unlawful the continuance of the
practice heretofore followed of displaying
the flag of the United Nations in a position
of superior prominence or honor, and
other national flags in positions of equal
prominence or honor, with that of the flag
of the United States at the headquarters of
the United Nations.

THE MISSISSIPPI STATE FLAG

The state flag may be displayed from all
public buildings from sunrise to sunset;
however, the state flag may be displayed
from all public buildings twenty-four (24)
hours a day